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Super Bowls real winners 
and losers? Local businesses 
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Travelers descend an escalator Monday at Minneapolis/St. Paul International Airport. The airport was set to handle over 50,000 
passengers, a single-day record, mostly from people departing the Twin Cities after Super Bowl LII. 


Event’s crowds draw mixed 
reviews from restaurateurs, 
attraction vendors 


By Frederick Melo and S. M. Chavey 


Pioneer Press 


The owner of a downtown Minneapolis 
escape room was expecting a rush for Super 
Bowl weekend. Almost no one showed up. 

A restaurant owner located near Nicollet 
Mall, on the other hand, reported some of the 
best days in the history of her business. 

With no officials numbers in yet about the 
economic impact of Sunday’s big game on the 
Twin Cities, local businesses are chiming in 
with anecdotes. They don’t tell a uniform 
story. 

Hotels and restaurants, particularly those 
close to the stadium, seemed to fare pretty 
well, for the most part. Other businesses and 
restaurants on the outskirts of the city com- 
plained that they lost business because of the 
event. 

“I think that we had a great week,” 
said Andrea Mokros, a spokesperson for the 
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Could this year's cold put chill 
on future Super Bowls here? 


By Amy Forliti 


Associated Press 


After years of planning and many 
millions in spending, there was 
one thing organizers of Super 
Bowl LII couldn’t control — a Min- 
nesota winter. 

The Philadelphia Eagles and New 
England Patriots played inside. 
But as fans were heading to U.S. 
Bank Stadium at noon Sunday, the 
temperature in Minneapolis was 
minus-2 degrees, with a wind chill 
of negative 23 — by far the coldest 
Super Bowl city on record — rais- 
ing questions about whether the 
NFL’s marquee event would ever 
return to Minnesota. 


While warmer climates tend to 
be more popular host cities, a 
flashy new stadium and amenities 
often play a bigger role than the 
weather in determining who will 
host the big game. 

“The owners will do as they like. 
So that’s one of those decisions 
that’s just not up to the fan base,” 
said Mark Cobb, who has been to 
several Super Bowls in his work 
for the NFL Players Association. 
“Wherever has the newest, pretti- 
est stadium, that’s who gets the 
game.” 

Cobb, of Washington, said every- 
one in Minnesota was nice, and 
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Super Bowl postscripts — Page 8A: Minneapolis police: the “usual 
drunken debauchery;” fan leaves with stadium souvenir; In Sports: A look 
at the future for the Eagles QBs, more NFL news, starting on Page 1B. 
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Dems 
rebuttal 
memo 
cleared 


President to make 
decision on release 


By Karoun Demirjian 
and Devlin Barrett 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — The House Intel- 
ligence Committee voted unanimous- 
ly Monday to release a Democratic 
rebuttal to GOP accusations that the 
FBI misled a secret surveillance court 
— but whether the information actu- 
ally becomes public will depend on 
President Trump, who has heaped 
scorn on the effort. 

The vote means the political rancor 
roiling Congress is likely to continue, 
as accusations and counter-accusa- 
tions fly about which party is misrep- 
resenting or misusing sensitive intel- 
ligence surrounding the ongoing 
probe into whether any Trump associ- 
ates coordinated with the Kremlin to 
interfere in the 2016 presidential elec- 
tion. 

The panel’s senior Democrat, Rep. 
Adam Schiff of California, announced 
the vote results, saying GOP attacks 
on the Justice Department and the 
FBI show desperation on the part of 
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Royals’ cold night will spread warmth — for charity 


Two court members to sleep in Ice Palace 


By Kathy Berdan 


kberdan@pioneerpress.com 


The St. Paul Winter Carnival 
Royal Family takes cold comfort 
in the fact that, while they cele- 
brate winter, they know there 
are many in St. Paul who aren’t 
able to keep warm. 

Two members of the Royals 
will try to stay comfortable in 
the cold on Wednesday night 
and sleep in the Ecolab Ice Pal- 
ace in Rice Park to “raise aware- 
ness of those going without,” 
said Tom Leonard, 2018’s King 


Nadimi) and Danny Maslowski, 
one of the king’s guards, will 
spend the night in the clearly 
chilly castle. They will sleep on 
the balcony of the seven-story 
structure, which was built to 
celebrate the 132nd St. Paul 
Winter Carnival and Super Bowl 
LII across the river. 

Leonard, co-owner of Fury 
Motors in South St. Paul, has 
had a Dodge Ram pickup parked 
in the ice palace courtyard and 
visitors have been encouraged 
to drop their coats, hats, mittens 
and other cold-weather gear 
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Boreas. into the pickup bed; these will 
Charlie Lehnen, the Lord of be donated to people in need 


the Queen (boyfriend of Aurora, 
Queen of the Snows — aka Jilla 


Make supper tonight with the 
help of one of our many recipes. 
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Aurora, Queen of the Snows, aka Jilla Nadimi, sings at the St. Paul 
Winter Carnival Ice Palace last week in Rice Park. Aurora’s boyfriend, 
Lord of the Queen Charlie Lehnen, and another member of the Royal 
Court, will spend the night in the Ice Palace on Wednesday to 

ROYAL COURT, 8A encourage coat donations. 
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DFL, GOP 


leaders 
agree: 
Participate 


Caucus process for 
selecting next governor 
begins tonight 


By Bill Salisbury 


bsalisbury@pioneerpress.com 


The chairs of the Minnesota Demo- 
cratic-Farmer-Labor and Republi- 
can parties rarely agree on any- 
thing, but on Monday the two 
leaders held a joint Capitol new con- 
ference to urge voters to go to their 
precinct caucuses on Tuesday night. 

The caucuses are important, DFL 
Chairman Ken Martin and GOP 
Chairwoman Jennifer Carnahan 
said, because they start the process 
of endorsing candidates for gover- 
nor, U.S. senator, members of Con- 
gress and other state offices. 

DFL Gov. Mark Dayton isn’t seek- 
ing re-election, so with an open gov- 
ernor’s race, two U.S. Senate seats 
on the ballot and four potentially 
very competitive congressional con- 
tests, Martin said, “Minnesota will 
be at the epicenter of the 2018 elec- 
tions, and precinct caucuses are 
where it all begins.” 

Carnahan agreed. “For the first 
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